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^ REVENGE 

’ By “• R ' Sym “ ■ 

. _ n* .1 a cVialrincr Mert." said the sheriff. The 



^^^■^HEY’LL never hang me, Mert! And 
M when I bust out, the first thing I aim 
to do is come back here and put a bullet right 
square between your eyes!” 

In his mind, Mert Meekly could hear the 
words as if they had just been spoken. The 
frame courtroom had been crowded on that 
hot July day, waiting for the verdict. The 
jury had been out only about a half-hour. 
When it returned, the foreman had said, “We 
find the prisoner. Beetle Black, guilty! Guilty 
of murder in the first degree !” 

It was then that Beetle Black had jumped 
up and made his threat against Mert Meekly. 
For he well realized it was only Mert’s eye- 
witness testimony that was sending him to 
the gallows. 

Mert remembered that threat now now 
that the telegraph had clicked off the message, 
“Beetle Black has just broken out of Territory 
Prison.” 

“He’ll come after me, sure as sin, said 
Mert. 

“If he does, we'll get him, first,” declared 
the sheriff. “I'll have good men posted guard- 
ing your shop day and night until that hombre 
is recaptured or killed.” 

The lawman was as good as his word. For 
a week after the prison break, deputies worked 
an around the clock watch on the little shop 
where Mert Meekly did business as a boot 
and shoe maker. Mert did his eating and sleep- 
ing in a small room behind the shop, so the 
deputies had only one building to guard. 
Taking no chances, the sheriff assigned two 
men for each watch, one in the front and 
one in the rear. And they were all picked 
markrmen. 

Not another man in town, not even the 
mayor, could have gotten more consideration 
from the sheriff and his men. Nevertheless, 
Mert's hand shook a little as he fitted a boot 
over a last and reached for a hammer. “You’re 



shaking, Mert," said the sheriff. "There’s 
nothing to be scared of. We’ve got this place 
sewed up so Beetle can’t possibly get at you.” 
The little shoemaker smiled, but there was 
sadness in his eyes. "You’ve done all you 
could, Sheriff, and I’m grateful. But there’s 
always a way for one man to kill another if 
he wants to badly enough. Now look through 
the window at that roof across the street. A 
man with a rifle could crouch on that roof 
and put a bullet right square between my eyes 
while I was sitting at my bench. And your 
guards, front and back, would never even 
know where the shot came from.” 

"Huh?” exclaimed the sheriff. He got up 
and strode to the window. He looked out. 
“That’s so!” he grumbled. “Here, I’ll give 
you a hand. We’ll move the bench out of the 
line of fire.” 

“No, we can’t do that. I need the light to 
work by,” said Mert, reaching for a nail with 
his quivering fingers. 

The sheriff stroked his stubbly chin. 1 11 
post a man on the roof then. I’m sorry to see 
you've got the shakes like this, Mert. Hope 
it don’t interfere with your work. After all, 
you’re the best bootmaker in all these parts. 
But I don’t blame you for being scared. A 
man like you who never packs a gun is a 
real setup for these sidewinders. Sure you 
won’t let me fix you up with a Colt .44?” 

Mert smiled and held his hand before him. 
“What could I hit with my hand shaking like 
this, Sheriff? No, even if my hand were 
steady, I couldn’t shoot it out with a man 
like Beetle Black. I can just hope that you 
get him before he gets me, that’s all.” 

"We’ll do just that,” said the lawman, clap- 
ping the little bootmaker heartily on the back. 
“You don’t have to worry at all, though I 
don’t blame you for being scared of dying. 
Been that way myself, many a time. 

Mert looked at the broad back of the sheriff 
(Continued on inside back cover) 
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THE TIME 
HAS COME 
TO STRIKE I 



'kUSS calder . ^ 

WHAT BRINGS YOU 
HERE AT THIS 
HOUR OF THE < 
NIGHT SHOUTING 
AT THE TOP OF 
•TOUR LUNGS ? a 



IDNIGHT FINDS MONTE CAMPING 
ON THE SHOSHONA TRAIL l 



WHO COULD BE 
RIDING THE PLAINS 
AT THIS HOUR OF 
THE NIGHT ? C 



THIS BOOK WAS SO INTERESTING 
I FORGOT ABOUT THE TIME ! I 
RECKON X BETTER PUT OUT THE 
LIGHT AND GO TO SLEEP ' X HAVE 
TO RIDE EARLY IN THE MORNING I 



find, tnt 



*JOICES PROM THE CAVe \ ^ 

‘“WERE THEY REAL OR WERE 
THEY IMAGINARY? THAT'S WHAT MONTE 
HALE , ROVING FRONTIERSMAN , HAS TO 
DISCOVER. WHEN HE STARTS CHASING 

GHOSTS IN THE NIGHT l 
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3 THE CAVE FROM ONE 
: OTHER i BUT X DIDN'T 
;iB TRACE OF A HOMAM 
I BUT THE VOCES’ 



& HOSTS ? THERE ARE MO Y\ 
SUCH THING5 .' HAVE YOU 
SOME LOCO. RUSS 9 - 
\ r/ I WON'T THINK THAR V 
I / WERE ANV SUCH V 

\ I THIMS5, EITHER. BUT 
1 \ I WAS TAKING A fHOCT 
\ CUT HOME FROM THE 
DANCE IN TOWN--- 



CONTINUED 



. THIS WAITING.. 
WAITING HAS 
BEEN GETTING 
OH MV NERVES- 

gin- it shouuP 

PAV OFF ^ 



Fcoopsd up . 7 
SOUNDS AS IF ’ 
| THAR ARE 
/BANDITS HIDING. 
/OUT IN THAT { 
/CAVE i BUT BAN- *> 
DIT5 DON'T FRIGHTEN 
ME ! I'M GOING IN 
AND HAVE A 
jsrtf LOOK 



"wE'VE BEEN / 
COOPED UP LONG 
. ENOUGH ! NOW'S 
> THE TIME TO 
( START THINGS 

l ROLLINS ' 



fv ERV WELL, 

\ RUSS ! I'LL 
\ SEE VOU 
LATER i now 
/ I'D BETTER. 
/ SADDLE UP 
'pakdner AND 

SET MOVING . 



f /IF IT & ALL t 
) / THE 5AME 
J / TO VUH , MONTE . 
/it) RATHER WAIT 
/ HERE ; I DON'T 
! AIM TO MIX WITH 
ANYTHING 1 CAN'TV 
5EE : >4^ 



" Ift VUH THINK X IMAGINED ALL 
THOSE THINGS. WHY DON'T 
YuJflo CHEC K FER YORESELF y 



CERTAINLY DOESNT 
\ m HflM C/HOSTS. J 



SOUND AS FIT CAME EROM^HOSTS.' 
EVEN IF THERE SHOULD BE SUCH A 

THIhlG AS GHOSTS, WHY WOULD S 

THEY BE INTERESTED IN ANY- y J 
TOu/pAWS OFF ? EVEN W ] L 
GHOST STORIES YOU NEVER J M 
HEAR OF A GHOST NEEDING / /Jj 



r THAT'5 BKACTW WHAT I 
AM GOING TO DO, RUSS' 
DO YOU WANT TO 
COME ALONG • ^4/ y 



BVfflWTWNS mss s «p B 
TRUE 1 THERE'S NO SIGN 
i OF HUMAN BSiNGS IN 
l ue»E ' THOSE VOICES 
* MUST BE COMING FROM 
BEHIND THE WALLS , Jk 



i THLKSC 

ALL RIGHT I BETTER 
GO IN AND HAVE A 
LOOK RUSS MUST HAVE 

OVERLOOKED SEARCHING 

SOME PART OF THE 
CAVE 1 



THE TIME HAS 
COME TO STRIKE 
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Or MAVBE I'M GOING j| 
f LO CO, BUT I COULD “ 
I SWEAR X HEAR SOME- j 
THING LIKE WAGON WHEELS 
MOVING BELOW i 



THE WALLS ON BOTH »DeS OP TUB 
CAVE ARE SOLID ROCK ! THAT 
I LEAVES ONLY ONE OTHER POSSI- 
\ BIL1TV---THE VOICES MIGHT Be 
\ COMING FROM UNDERNEATH 



THERE DOESN'T^ 1 -. 
^ SEEM TO BE A TRAP 
DOOR , BUT THIS SPOT IS 
SO THIN X KICKED RIGHT 
THROUGH IT l 



MAVBE THERE'S 
A TRAP DOOR HERE 
. SOMEPLACE 1 . 



THESE ARE WAGON 
WHEEL TRACKS ! I'M NOT 
GOING LOCO ! IF X FOLLOW 
THEM MAVBE I'LL SEE HOW 
THEV GOT IN AND OUT OP 

frani | H , - HERE A 



< WITH NO V \fl 
OPENING TO \.I1 
THIS CAVE \//$ 
FROM ABOVE, M 
HOW COULD *«* 
VJHOEVER. WAS jfl 
IN HERE HAVE 
GOTTEN IN? 

AND THAT SMELL — 
SO SWEET — -ANO 
THERE'S NOTHING 
HERE BEING 
SPONSORED 8 V 
NATURE TO y 
CAUSE IT / — « 



= THERE ARE HOLLOW 
SPOTS IN THIS WALL, I'LL 
ABLE TO TELL BV TAPPING 
THERe MIGHT BE SOME , 
SECRET 






THERE 
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THERE'S A WAGON i 
IT MUST BE THE ONE 
r (4(=ARD I . r* 



ENTRANCE INTOHERE 
. RIGHT THROUGH THE 
V SIDE OF THE . 
\ MOUNTAIN -1 r 



THERE'S AN 
OPENING 1 



r I'M NO OUTLAW ! I just 
\ HEARD YOU RIDING BV 
| AND GOT TO WONDEK- 
j ING WHY ANYONE SHOULD 
' RISK THEIR NECKS BY 
TAKING a WAGON OUT 
ON THIS ROCKY ROAD 
SO LATE AT NIGHT 1 ^ 



1 IF YO RE ' 
AN OUTLAW/ 
MISTER , WE 'YE 



r I RECKON THE THING 
TO DO IS TO GET J 
PARONER AND CATCH ■ 
up -m THEM sG 



WHOEVER' 5 ON THAT 
WAGON MUST BE UP TO 
SOMETHING ILLEGAL OP 
THEY WOULDN'T BE m 
OPERATING FROM ANB 
UNDERGROUND ^ gg 
L CAVE l 



60T NOTHING 
OF VALUE , 
ON USi gf 



WOULD YOU 
MIND IF I HAD \ 
| A LOOK AT WHAT\ 
I YOU'RE CARRYING . 



"ARE YUH 
A LAWMAN 



WE LIKE TO WORK 
LATE AT NIGHT. ANO 
THAT ANSWER BETTER 
SATISFY YUH BECAUSE 
YO'RE NOT GETTING 
ANY OTHER s' 
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WITHOUT A WARRANT X 
HAVE NO LEGAL RIGHT TO 
SEARCH THAT WAGON, BUT 
BY THE TIN\E X COULD GET 
ONE , THOSE HOMBRES 
WOULD BE SO FAR AWAY ) 
FROM HERE I'D NEVER 
FIND THEM AGAIN ! 



AND WE'VE GOT TO DO Ti 
IT FAST ENOUGH SO THEY 
OON'T GET A CHANCE TO 
REALIZE WHAT'S GOING ON . 




xi,-. 



J 




38BSS8K1 



WAGON NOW 



/ LOOK., \ 
/ BURT 1 ' 

/ THAR'S 
THAT NOSEY 
JASPAR 
AGAIN i i 



r the TI!>A£ AOR 8KAINWOKR 

l^ E Tg^TjW»«« 

Fem^sks before JHEV 

MjXUASE TO SELL AN' wr ^ 

K%\wcm.so,; - 

SCUTTLE AWAY 



^Ut W 5 w E ^^S.i 
iSBSflA stor^ this 

HORRIBLE stuff THERE. 



THINGS even 

. n . /* Li* "T*l-ltf^ll/P 



-THAT'LL MAKE ' 
OFP PROM THAR . 



t CAN'T SEE HIM 

ANY LONGER - HE 

must BE taking 

i COVER DIRECTLY 
\ BEHIND THE 
\ WAGON 1 J 



X T SEE THEY'RE ^ 
READY FOR ACT‘°^' t 
TOO! WELL , THEFIR5T 
THING X HWE TO 00 
IS GET OUT OF THIS > 
DIRECT LINE OF ^ 
PIKE 1 . 
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I IMAGINE THEY'LL 
TRY TO GET ME 
THROUGH THE SACK 
OP THE WAGON 
50 --- 



--AND COME UP 
IN FRONT 



---I'LL JUST 
CLIMB UNDER. 
THE WAGON — 



JUST KEEP YOUR HANDS ON ^ 
THE REINS AND AWAY FROM YOUR 
GUN AND YOU’LL LIVE TO MAKE 
THE TRIP TO THE JAILHOUSE y 
ALIVE 



AND YOU INSIDE — DROP 
YOUR GUN AND COME OUT 
WITH YOUR HANDS UP OR 
YOUR PARTNER. WILL BE 
MAKING A SOLO TRIP TO - 
THE HOOSEGOW A 



FATER- 



BUT WHAT 
ABOUT THE 
GHOSTS IN 
THE CAVE ? 



YOU CAN VISIT THEM IN THE 
MORNING ---SAFELY LOCKED UP 
IN THE JAILHOUSE 1 NOW X THINK 
IT'S TIME X BEDDED DOWN ! 
RNRDNER AND I HAVE DONE A 
HEAP OF TALL RIDING ' 



IT’S OKAY, 
RUSS ! YOU 
CAN RIDE 
HOME 
NOW / 



Ys" 







€0§TLY BARGAIN! 



sheriff, the carnival's 
INS READY TO LEAVE SO 
>N‘T RECKON YOULL ^ 
KEEPING MY SERVICES , 
ANY LONGER 1 . 



Partner/ yuh see, 
s. I STOLE THIS BAS J 
) OF SOLD AND I'M 
-4 AFRAID IF T TRY TO 
/ CASH IT IN SOME- 
S ONE'S LIABLE TO < 
RECOGNIZE ME AND 
I'LL END UP IN THE 
f HOOSEGOW/ THATfi 
WHY I'M WILLING TO 
LET IT GO SO 
CHEAPLY' H 



[what's 

THE ' 
CATCH 5 



IN ANOTHER 



meanwhile, 



BUT when sandy ' 
,N THE GOLD. 



’’not worth, 
anything ' 

WHAT DO 
YUH MEAN? 



TaTafraiD THIS 
BAG OF GOLD*. 
ISN'T WORTH J 
ANYTHING, ^ 
f SANOY-' ) 
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BUT AT THE CARNIVAL 
GROUNDS ' - - 



THEY MOVED ON ALREADY/ 

I RECKON THE ONLY WAY 
I'LL EVER GET MY HUNDRED 
. DOLLARS BACK IS TO TRY 
\ THE SAME TRICK 
l ON. SOMEONE 
fete*' ELSE/ 



IT’S NOT) THAT CARNIVAL 
REAL 7 SHARPIE TOOK ME/ 
GOLD, A AND I CANT GO TO 
SANDY. ) THE LAW BECAUSE 
IT’S < THEN I'LL BE ADMITTING 
FOOLS ) I WAS WILLING TO BUY 
GOLD.' / STOLEN GOODS AND 
I’LL ENO UP IN JAIL, TOO. 
' I'VE JUST GOT TO GET 
►back TO THE CARNIVAL 
r GROUNDS AND CATCH 
THE SNEAKY HOM6RB 
BEFORE HE LEAVES 
* TOWN.' 





/ YU H LOOK LIKE, AN HOMBRE I CAN TRUST SO 
/ I'LL TELL YUH THE TRUTH / I STOLE THIS 
/ BAG OF GOLD SO X DON'T DARE TRY TO JH 
CASH IT IN FER FEAR OF BEING CAUGHT/ T 
THAT'S WHY I'M WILLING TO SELL 
IT SO CHEAPLY.' 

!S it a I \ . 

’ deal ? in -■ Ik 



WHAT MAKES 
YOU SO 
GENEROUS? 



I'VE GOT A BAG OF 
GOLD HYAR THAT'S 
WORTH FIVE HUNORED 
DOLLARS, BUT I’M 
WILLING TO SELL 
IT TO YUH FER 
ONLY ONE HUNDRED 
DOLLARS ' 




ITS A DEAL BUT NOT THE WAY YOU THINK.' 
JUST TURNED IN MY 
DEPUTY'S BADGE, BUT 
I'VE STILL GOT MY 
OBLIGATION AS A 
CITIZEN ' I'M TAKING 
YOU TO JAIL/ 



un 
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critter. 1 



RE HE 15. HEAR THAT 
iree-for-a-oime 

CONCESSION.' 



1A/PLL THERE'S THE CARNIVAL/ 
HOW 'to TIE PARTHER UP AND 
SEE IF I CAN LOCATE THAT 
CROOKED THE 

SHERIFF THINKS > THEY CALL 
HIM SHIFTY ' I MUST SAV/ 
THE NAME FITS H!M. 



HOW WOULD YOU 
LIKE TO BUY FIVE 



I AHO AFTE* sandy TELLS 

1 Hts STORY! _L 



I REMEMBER 
SEEINS THE 
FELLOW YOU 
DESCRIBED 
AROUNO THE 
CARNIVAL ' 



lYOU COULDN'T 
'HAVE MISSED HIM 
Ip YUH WERE TO 
i THE CARNIVAL / 

/ HE WORKED AT 
/ALL KINDS OF 
•ODD JOBS AND 
HANDLED OUITE 
A FEW OF THE 
OAMES OF 
CHANCE ' 



FIND THAI ‘-n/wv- - 
DESCRIBED AND I CAN 
\ PROVE THAT THE STORY 

) YOU TOLD ME WAS 

TRUE/ 



S fra NO *ore than/ 

to is IF 2 1 deserve; ifi had , 
1 1 CAN LO- Npulled this schemeJ 
I T ™ that \ ON SOME WEAK , ^ 

CARNWAL SO ] PERSON INSTEAD 
I CAN CATCH / OF YOU, HE, TOO, 

UP WITH ^/WOULD HAVE BEEN 
- ^AFRAID to SOTO- 
' THE LAW ANO THIS 
RACKET would 

have kept . - 

COINS ON 

forever/ 
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BUT THE STALWART MONTE ISN'T 
KNOCKED UNCONSCIOUS! 



THAR'S A DOOR 
IN THE BACK OP 
THAT SHOOTING _< 
GALLERY THAT 
LEADS OUT OF THE 
CARNIVAL AND IS A 
REAL SHORT-CUT/ 



IT'S A GOOD 
THING I . 
» HAVE A "X 
r THICK 
HEAD/ J 



oulp: I WAS AIMING J] 
TO PICK UP MY 
► THINGS AND VAMOOSE, 
BUT THAR'S NO 
s^TIME FOR THAT! ) 



SHOOTING i' 
GALLERY- | 
10* - * - shots' 



BUT MONTE HALE HAS ALREADY 
, SPOTTED HIS PREY — 



THAR’S NO TIME -TO AN5WER 
I QUESTIONS' IF ANYBODY -p? 
ASKS YUH IF YUH SAW ) 

ME, THE ANSWER T 

—~t IS HO! / / 



HEY, SHIFTY, 
WHAR ARE 
YUH GOING? 



SHOTS - in. 



HEY, JUST WHAT DO YliH THINK 
\ YQ'RE DOING? YO’RE SHOOTING 
\OOWN ALL MY TARGETS AND . 
\YUH HAVEN’T 



I'LL PAY YOU FOR ALL THE 
TARGETS I SHOOT DOWN 
WHEN I GET THROUGH / TLL 
fc EVEN PAY YOU FOR THE 
IgW. ONE TARGET - - 



EVEN PAID F Ok A -* 
i SINGLE SHOT YET-' 



/BA He? 
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jusr REMO VP. YOUR ) 
>OT INC IRONS so YOU 7 
GET ANY IDEAS IN YOUR 
gjSS&n HEAD/«jj®| 



JUST WHAT IS 



DON'T ] 
SHOOT /— 4 
I 

surrender! 



GOINS ON 
HYARf 






Another cell / P 
the confidence 

MAN HERE/ _ 



AND NOW YOU'RE 
GOING TO JAIL/ 
start WALKING/ 



SWb 



THANKS, SHERIFF BUT I'VE 

GOT WANDERING FEET. 

I JUST CAN'T STAY PUT \ 
■tN ONE PLACE ANY -rr< 
TOO LONG.' I'LL BE 
SEEING YOU/ 



THANKS, SHERIFF! 
-ruAkii/*^ MONTE: 



OKAY, YUH TWO CAN 
rUAMAP PLACES/ 



JOB, MONTE/ 
MAYBE X CAN 
TALK YUH INTO 
TAKING BACK 
THAT DEPUTY 
BADGE/ -<r 



THANKS, MONTE.' 

. YUH'LL NEVER 
HAVE ANY MORE 
TROUBLE FROM 

"--jV me/ -j—r 



CHANGE PLACES/ 
X RECKON YUH 

learned a 7 

LESSON .SANDY, 

SO I'LL LET 

YUH GO/ ) 



Tttnj 


liPpy 






MPiP 


ioS 




Tfj 


111 




'A 

i. 






SI 


i 
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ARE VUH A 
GOOD PUPIL' 



HOWDV, BRONKO 
BETSY.' I SEE . 
yD’RE COMING 
FROM SCHOOL. 1 



THAT’S 

RIGHT.' 



I’LL TEST YUM OUT ! WHAT 



THAT’S RIGHT.' 
DON’T TELL ME 
YUH DON’T 
T KNOW .' ' 



15 THE MEANING OF 
THE WORD, , , - - r 
"SPUNK"? 



* --I’VE 
BEEN 

SPUNK! 



/OH, I KNOW 
WHAT THE WORD J 
"SPUNK" MEANS 
AFTER MY DADDY 
SPANK5 ME-", 



SPUNK' 



HUH? what) /r ISN’T 
ISN’T EASY, \ EASY TO TELL 
OLD SLICK ?J COW'S SKIN 

\&AIF’S SKIN J 



IT ISN’T 4 
EASY.' IT 
ISN’T EASY. 



- 7W£ <T0W /S THE CALF'S 1 
KIN AND THE CALF IS THE 
■ — 1 COW'S KIN >f 



WHY ISN’T IT EASY TO TELL J 
COW’S SKIN FROM r^===C 
CALF’S SKIN? r-T 
^BECAUSE- 
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I GIVE YUH l\V 

\my word.' TllX^H 

kOOR AFTER HIM \ 

ANP CARE FEK HIM ’ 

/ JUST AS IF HE WERE 
' mv nwk SON. A 



WUB PON'T HAVE TO WHIG ?S?VoMA1<E ' 

,™ ft TTHOUGH? MR. UOONE-’ 
ffiScJS YUH A GOOC> NUMBER 

TO REST IN PEACE. 



|/l'VE DONE ALL X. 1 1 
K I COULD FEK YORE ^ 
FOREMAN, MR. POONE. 

BUT THAT HORSE KICKEP 

HIM SO BAPLY, 1’M AFRAIP 

HE HAS ONLY A FEW I* 
MINUTES w — "'SP 
TO LIVE.’ 



~ ~TTZ cnR N. DON'T GIVE ME ANY 

EMWsa 

^ AS FAR AS 3M “S 
CONCEKNEP-YOU re 
STILL THE SON OF A 
HIRED HAND, AND YOU 

- STILL HAVE TO DO ^ 
EVERYTHING X TELL 
YOU TO DO -AND PON T 
-i FQRSET it.' >■ -''l 
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silif 



■IEY. JACK., YYH^' . 

iOi POlNG AT THE SAFE. 
PAP SAIP NO ONE , 

u/AA TO GO NEAR IT . 
UNTIL HE 0° T gAC ^ 



I I'LL BE BACK 
BEFORE THEN. 
7 NOW STOP 
bothering 
vL me/ J 



/you set'? 

TO WORK,) 
> HIREO < 
HANP.' I'M 
, GOING / 
TO THE ” 
GAMBLING 
CASINO.' 



W Wtme, AS JACK POOHB meavs'iojo^ 

ay that looks Tike dick cotter, jKjp^i 

cHipumspp 

mfma' ySww w"« » ES *£>0 

l RECKON IT CAN'T PO ANT J> .. 

HARM if I HAVE A LOCK -A .*Z ZjSS%l 



ON A VACATION, SHERIFF, 



HflOW BETTER THAN THAT JACK 
RE'S LOTfi OF THINSS I COULP • 
uaw TOLP HIM IF I WANTEP TO, BUT 
HE LOV§ YOU SO MUCH HE CAN'T SEE 
AW OF YOUR FAULTS. I LOVE HIM 
TOO MUCH TO BREAK HIS HEART BY 
OPENINS HIS EYES TO THE TRUTH? 
NOW I THINK WE pOTH BETTER 
~ - GET TO WORK/ ^ 



"mfAUVJMLB AT 1HE TOWN JAIL, MPVTE 
Mffimmir new of rim wear, 
* VISITS WITH me SHERIFF. 



~r,:,c T rAME /^JUMPING JEHOSHA- 
FROMTHE GENERAlVhAT. MONTE? THE 
c.rneB SHERIFF/ /COUNTERFEITERS 
SOMEONE pASSEP /ARE FLOOplNG THE 
ANOTHER BATCH <10 WH WITH THEIR 
OF COUNTERFEIT ) PH °NY MONEV, BUT, 
RILLS ON THEM/ J I CAN T FINP A 
BILLS ON |NGlE CIUE TO THEIR 

> PENTITV? IT WON'T BE 
LONG BEFORE THE WHOLE 
TOWN GETS RILED UP AT ME/ 
FERMV INEFFICIENCY/ /***““ 
— WHAT AM I GOlNo/ 

TO DO? y — 
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MEANWHILE, AT THE BOONE RANCH 
‘unwpy, SON.' \ ER, ER— HE HAP TO GO 1 
WHERE'S ho TOWN ON URGENT 1 
J™ JACK? ^BUSINESS, PAP/ BUT HE < 

X i/LEFT WORD THAT I WAS TO 

2~\ GO AFTER him AS SOON AS 

*-*g_\r ~ i YOU ARRIVED HERE.', you 
BSb .know HOW ANXIOUS he 
BM BWfiv is to see you.' iu A 
I W __ XI GO FETCH H l/VI /X j 



I THOUGHT X HEARD / 
SOMEONE OUT HYAR/ 

• I CAN'T LET HIM GET , 
- OUT OF SIGHT.' ^ 



^haTCoors like the 

COUNTERFEIT MACHINE THE 
SHERIFF'S BEEN SEARCHING ^ II 
, FOR.' MAYBE MY LUCK IS jgf *1 
M GOING TO CHANGE M 



''NO, he ISN’T.' I KNEW 
BETTER THAN ID LET HIM 
OUT OF MY SIGHT.' y__-.X 
I FOLLOWED HIM J 
~ r ~r AND— imisA H 



WHAT? AND YUH LET 
HIM GET AWAY/ HE’S 
PROBABLY AT THE 
SHERIFF'S OFFICE A 
RIGHT NOW!/' I 



£Y AFTER, IN THE BACK ROOM OF CHIP 
DAWSON'S GAMBUNQ SAL OON — 

' ~ ’ I KNOW, CHIP, ' 

BUT JACK DOONE 
DISCOVERED 
OUR HIDE-OUT/ 



r vvhw ■ mim- 

DOING HYAR, COTTER? 
1 THOUGHT I TOLD YUH 
TO GO. OUT TO THE 
CAVE AND RUNOFF ^ 
SOME MORE <1 
B COUNTERFEIT ) I 
BILLS.' .X I 
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\ 




BUT THERE'S NOTHING T O Y HOgOPV 

1 T u/Akrrvfnil TO * 



THINK YOU’RE 
^SLAPPING? 



SO I'LL KEEP MY \0H, 1 SEEM 
MOUTH SHUT ABOUT\ WELL, WHV\ 
WHERE YOU HAVE PONTYUH \ 



SHOULD j 
HELP * 
CONVINCE 
yuH OF 
r THAT ! j 



TELLS ME 
WHAT TO 
DO ANP-- 



PISCU5S.' I WANT YOU TO 
iGlVE YOUR CROUPIER --e — t 
\ ORPERS THAT I CAN 
\ RAY HERE AS OFTEN 
\ AS I LIKE ON CREDIT / 



AT ANY STAKES/ 



YllH'LL never ” 
GET OUT OF HYAR 
^rf ALIVE/ 



f l DON'T NEEP ANV CHAIR/ > 
YOU'RE THE ONE WHO SHOULO 
GET USEP TO SITTING BECAUSE 
WHEN I GO TO THE SHERIFF ANP 
TELL HIM WHAT I SAW, YOU'LL 
BE SITTING A < 
K LONG, LONG TIME// 



GO OR I'LL PRESS A 
S LITTLE HARPER ON 
YOUR WINPPIPE/ 



SUDDENLY- 



(GULP/) I MUST HAVE 
SQUEEZEP HARPER 
r THAN I THOUGHT/ j 



'Hffl 
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AT WAT MOM ENT - 



THE RIGHT THINS TO VO IS 1 
GO REPORT THIS TO THE 4 
SHERIFF, BUT THE SHOCK OF 
TOUR BEING IN JAIL WOULD 
KILL PAP/ I RECKON THE A 
BEST THING FOR YOU TO PO ] 
IS GET OUT OF HERE AND J 
GO OH BACK TO THE 
RANCH. LEAVE THE } 
r REST TO ME! y 



LATER, AT THE TOWN JAIL HOUSE ■ 



WELL, MONTE, 
r WAS CHIP < 
DAWSON REAP 
LIKESAM . 
W SAID? id 



OF COURSE HE WAS 
DEAD.' YOU DON'T 
| THINK I'D SAY 
r I KILLED HIM 1 
[ IF I DIDN’T' A 



THE CROUPIER Yl HAD AN 
SAID HE SAW YOU \ ARGUMENT 
GOING BACK HERE ) WITH CHIP * 

— hew what's Jaw he slapped 

HAPPENED, rJ ME, WHICH 
w- JACK? JA MAPEMELOSE 
jfcpirrf 1/ My TEMPER.'. 



'HOW DIP^ 

you SAy you 

y KILLED X 
( DAWSON, ) 
\JSAM?y 



r m, itinrtrv. 

I DIDN'T MEAN < 
TO DO IT,' Birr 
, I CHOKED HIM 
' TO DEATH.' 
WHAT AM I GOING 
SJJD DO, SAM? 



I STRANGLED \ YOU'RE LYING, \ 
HIM.' I TOLD /SAM.' DAWSON \ 
YOU THAT WASN'T A 

f BEFORE.' STRANGLED/ 

SOMEBODY PLUNGED \ 
B \ > A KNIFE IN HIS 

H / BACK.' WHO ARE YOU 
B ' \ PROTECTING— THAT 
■ ' / WORTHLESS STEP- ^ 

9 ' L BROTHER OF YOURS? 



HE HAD NOTHING 
I TO DO WITH IT.' 
\ HE WASN'T . 
W EVEN 
\ AROUND 'IB 



I'Ll GO, SHERIFF.' 



You're busy working 

ON THE COUNTERFEIT > 
casb: 



^ 1 TELL YOU 

ITS A WASTE 
^ OF TIME! * 
X KILLED CHIP 
‘ DAWS ON! VOU + 
HAVE TO BELIEVE 
-rr MB! r L/ 



ARP AS WORD OF THE GAMBLER'S % THIS IS | 
MURDER SPREADS AROUND TOWN— ] HARD TO 

(SOB, SOB) I DON'T CARE WHAT SAm\ gUTnltoLDl 
ADMITTED? I KNOW MV SON WOULD \MAN REALLVI 
NEVER MURDER ANYONE.' I'LL GET THE AO YES 5AM 
BEST LAWVER IN THE WORLD TO /. — XlUST AS IF 
DEFEND HIM —EVEN IF IT J HE REALLY WERE 
COSTS ME MY LAST ’HIS SON! AND J 
PENNY' WHAT'S EVEN HARDER J 

1_^T0 BELIEVE IS THAT SAM IS 

« WILLING TO SACRIFICE HIS LIFE FOR 

- K-r — I TO SPARE DAD FRO M THE HEART- 1 

w T H jvSjf ( BREAK OF KNOWING THAT HIS REAL 



I'VE BEEN A THAR HE IS! I KILLED CHIP DAWSON ) 

FOOL, BUT I'M PyF B y MISTAKE! THE KNIFE I THREW IN \ 
GOING TO CHANGE J THE WINDOW WAS MEANT FER JACK, / 
/THAT NOW-' I'M /NOT THE BOSS.' THAR'S NO REASON ) 
RIDING RIGHT r'l CANT RECTIFY THAT MISTAKE NOW.' ^ 
OVER TO THE \J WITH JACK DEAD THAR'LL BE NO ONE WHO 

■ IAII IjniICC. ) L/VIOIBl'/T /nnilT Tllr .. . 



KNOWS ABOUT THE COUNTERFEIT MACHINE,: 
1 SO I'LL BE ABLE TO CARRY ON THE £=*< 
RACKET ALL BY MYSELF.' 



-SON HAD COMMITTED MURDER.' FOR 
THE FIRST TIME IN MY LIFE, I'M 
f BEGINNING TO SEE WHAT REAL j 
LOVE MEANS! 1 
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y oo you > 

i RECOGNIZE 
THIS HOMBRE, 

. JACK? j 



BUT JU5T THEN 



. AS SOON AS HE ^*5 
GETS INTO THAT STABLE, 
or I'LL FINISH 
gSc him up/ *gj|l 



OUCH! OUCH! 

, THIS GKO UNO'S 
FULL OF ROCVS i 
YUU'LL BREAK My 
r HEAP BANGING 

<O r 0N * T -' ./ 



T MR. DOONE SAID I'D \ 
FIND JACKOUTHEKE, BUT 
, HE DIDN'T MENTION V 
V ANVTHING ABOUT f 
— l YOU/ ; — 



' YES, HE'S 
ONE OF CHIP 
DAWSON'S , 
7 MEN! J 



BUT PAWSON WASN'T STRANGLED/ 



COUNTERFEIT 

HIDE-OUT? 



SHAKE, TfRQM NOWONiN 
BROTHER? /HARVEY, I THINK 

s. You're going | 

X I rT TO HAVE TWO SONS j 
J \\ Sr YOU CAN BE 

PROUD OI-.'jAm 



ACCIDENT OR NO 



IT WAS AN ACCIDENT x - 

THAT I KILLED CHIP.' \ ACCIDENT, THAT S 
IF JACK HADN'T TOSSED STILL MURDER* 
HIM INTO THE CHAIR, /AND YOU'RE GOING 
IT NEVER WOULD x^~7' 70 SWlN . G 
HAVE HAPPENED/ J ( FOR IT/ J 



/ /-AND WHAT'S MORE, ) V, 

/ /I DON'T PESERVg A u ~~ - 
' /BROTHER LIKE YOU, SAM — 

/OR YOUR FORGIVENESS, BUT „ 
l PROMISE, IF YOU'LL LET ME, I'LL 
/MAKE UP FOR THE HORRIBLE WAV 
I'VE TREATED YOU IN THE PAST.' 
WILL YOU SHAKE ON TIIAT?/?^ 



<•» 



EEC 
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NOBODY ALIVE EVER 
' CHALLENGED ME — 
FIERCE FRED PIERCE. 



SOCK HIM, JAWBONE 
YOU’RE SMALLER THAN 
HE, BUT YOU CAN 

STT ™ IT ' 



yV/SST, JACK/ WHILE THEY’RE 
BATTLING WE’LL BE 
Sry BURGLING.' — 



g-gulp. 



^Jawbone jeffers 

AND HIS HORSE, 
SWAY BACH, ARE TWO 
OF THE LEADING 
CITIZENS OF HOOF 
AND SADDLE 
F TERRITORY.' OF COURSE, 

run c?A,ar i cav /\ne 



H, r«f SMALL FRY ARE 
NO* BOUND TO IDOLIZE 
} SUCH A FAMOUS 
R, DEPUTY HERO AS 
Hf JAWBONE, AND TRAPS 
WL HOW THE TROUBLE 
5rr4 — , starts.' , 



Wf HOOF AND SADDLE EXPRESS COMPANY’S OFFICE. 



1 DISLIKE BEING RESPONSIBLE 
FOR SO MUCH GOLD, BUT X « 
r TRUST IT WILL BE SAFE X 
IN THE SAFE.' — -gj5S s 



'/ war’s] 

njwr?] 



| WELL, IT WON’T J 
FOR THE NEXT * 
HOUR, ANYWAY.' I’M 
-» GOING HOME ^ 
«. TO LUNCH i >■ 



OH, SO IT’S ONLY YOU AND YOUR MELODY-O-PHONE, 
, JAWBONE. 1 I THOUGHT SOMEONE WAS 
Ser BEING MURDERED ! nm*~ jrp’SSg, 



GOLLY, I HOPE MY MUSIC 
DOESN’T BOTHER VOU, , 
if PROFESSOR ,! Ld 
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/ffiSk fiNWHILE. JONES, THE EX- 
'»W» PROFESSOR RNP PRESENT 
EXPRESS CLERK , IS MUNCHING MS 
LUNCH! /— 



, NO, VO NEVER 
SET ANOTHER 
1 JOB OUT HERE IN 
THE GOLDEN WEST! 
VP BE BLACK- 
hjj — y BALLED.' 



SHORT TIME AFTERWARD. 



BUT THAT 
WOULDN’T BE 
TRAGIC. 1 YOU . 
COULD GET < 
ANOTHER' A 
job ijzfir. 



LOOK, JACK.' THAT 
A85ENT-MINDED J 
PE RFESSER HAS \ 
WENT AMD LEFT ) I 
THE SAFE OPEN < i 
BUT THERE’S A ] 
PADLOCK ON THE k. 
FRONT OOOR'^S 



' ) PHOOIE . 1 I CAN ' 
/OPEN THAT DOOR. 
, IN A TRICE OR < 

1 MY NAME AIN’T ] 
JACK PICKLOCK A 
WRIT HERE < 
WHILE J GO 
ji SWIPE A / 
■k HAIRPIN'/*’ 



N-NOT EXACTLY, 

S BUT THERE’S A 
LARGE SHIPMENT 
/ OF GOLD IN THE 
OFFICE.' IF IT SHOULD 
BE STOLEN, I’D ^ 
LOSE MY JOB ’A 



DARLING, YOU * 
LOOK WORRIED; 
IS ANYTHING y 
WRONG ? ifjf 1 




I’M SO GLAD THAT... 

HEAVENS / what’s 

THAT ? jpflS 



WE’VE SACRIFICED EVERYTHING/ 
SO THAT OUR SON, NERO, CAN N. 
GROW UP HERE AND BECOME A } 
HE-MAN LIKE WHOOPALONG / 
CUSSIDY AND ROCKY BYWAY.' I 
GAVE UP MY POSITION BACK EAST , 
AS DEAN OF HARVARD AND TOOK 
THIS HUMBLE CLERKING JOB JUST 
TO GIVE HIM A CHANCE TO BE V 
A HEALTHY COWBOY 



YOUR SACRIFICES HAVE NOT BEEN 
IN VAIN, DEAR.' OUR SON, NERO, < 
IS GOING TO BE A COWBOY ALL 
RIGHT.' HE’S OUTDOORS ALL THE 
TIME RIDING HIS HORSE.' AND 
WHAT AN APPETITE , f|| 



SON, WHY MUST YOU... ^THEY’RE FINE, DAD, 
UGH... ID0LI2E JAWBONE?/ BUT JAWBONE’S 

WHY NOT BE LIKE , “THE GREATEST.' 

WHOOPALONG OR J HE TOLD ME SO HIM- 
3CS3 ROCKY? rS SELF.' WHY IF ANYBODY 
TRIED TO ROB YOU, POP, 
HE’D--^ 



ISN’T THAT CUTE? 

HE CALLS THAT HORN 
A MELODY-O-PHONE.' 
IT WAS INVENTED BY 
HIS HERO, JAWBONE , 
JEFFERS .' 





•ROB MB ? HEMENS I 

I JUST REMEMBER! I LEFT 
THE SAFE POOR OPENij^ 



SOMEBODY’S COMING 
THIS WAY ON THE RUN/ 
— WE’D BETTER y 



WELL, I PICKED THE 
LOOK-LIKE I SAID/ v 
LET’S eo INT/T^ 



BUT I STILL HAVE A BIG 
PROBLEM. 1 1 P°N’T WflNT 
SON TO IDOLIZE THAT BOA. 
DEPUTY, JAWBONE / I KNC 
I’LL DO/ I’LL SEND A NO 
FIERCE FRED PIERCE : 
jg|f THE LUMBERJACK/ 



IAWEW ' THE GOLD IS STILL HERE. 
nSw I’LL MAKE SUREILOCK^ 



SON, I COULD LICK 
ANYBODY WITH. 
ONE HAND TIED <7 
BEHIND ME.' 



GOLLY, I RECKON 
YOU COULD LICK 
MOST ANYBODY/, 



YUP, I DID. 1 OF COURSE, 
THE BEAR HAD BEAR 
*r HANDS, TOO I I 



Z/774E LATER. 



<5QSH, JAWBONE, DID 



YOU REALLY LICK A 
BEAR WITH YOUR « 
BARE HANDS 
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WHAT'S UP' 



BUT, NERO, X CAN’T ) I’LL TAKE 
DO THAT TO HIM.' < CARE OF g 
I-ER- HAVEN’T SOT ) THAT/ 
ONE HAND TIED 
BEHIND ME 



60 AHEAD, JAWBONE. 
HE’S BIGGER THAN < 

you, but you can 

BEAT HIM ANYTIME 



SO, YUH COULD LICK ANYBODY 
WITH ONE HAND TIED BEHIND 
YUH l COULD YUH r-wL ' 

lick me? ryj k/Z 



t JSwW#S^FI6HT?3 

gfjAWBONE )>B»< g «== ~ ~ 
P JEFFERS ^(JAWBONE 
r CHALLENGED \ WILL GET 
Y FIERCE FRED / HIS 
C Sa PIERCE.'/ BLOCK 
p"*'— — 'S. KNOCKED 
FIERCE FRED’?) OFF.’ 

► THE CHAMP '%5^s}2!» 

H E AV YWEI GHT^__iV; 



HURRY.' IT’LL ALL 
BE OVER IN A 

SECOND.*^ 



fEANWHILE, THE FIGHT GOES ON; 



SURE 



NOW’S OUR X 
CHANCE, JACK, / 
WHILE EVERY- ^ 
BODY’S WATCHING 
THE FIGHT.' CAN < 
YUH OPEN THAT , 
M SAFE^ *3^ 



1 SEE THAT FIERCE GOT 
MY NOTE.' X HATE FOR < 
’JAWBONE TO GET HURT, 
BUT THIS WILL SHATTER 
HIM AS NERO’S HERO.' 



J POKE HIM, 
JAWBONE 
HE ASKED r 
FOR IT .' J 



I’VE 
STILL 
I GOT THE 
HAIRPIN J 



COME ON. 

QUIT « 
5TALLING' 



G-GOSH, J HATE 
TO HURT YOU, * 
l FIERCE FREDJ* 



WaS s fierce Fred's uppercut 

Vw RAISES JAWBONE HIGH IN 
THE AIR, JAWBONE’S BOOT 
CONNECTS WITH THE LUMBER- 
JACK’S CHIN J , ■ y \r-]HT 



Haw! haw 

to THAT I 
f TICKLED .'J 



GEE WHI7/I CAN’T 
BACK OUT.’ LITTLE 
NERO THINKS I’M 
A HERO.' 



Q/NNCGH! 



c, i 



s£2x. 
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KNOCKED OUT FIERCE FRED 
WITH ONE ARM TIED jmA 
s. BEHIND HIM.' 



express] 

OFFICE I 



y/ppEE / 



Yeconds cater. 



’PAY FOP 
JAWBONE 
’ WHAT A , 
n MAPI 



FOLKS, I JUST CAUGHT THESE 
TWO HOMBRES TRYING TO ROB^ 
THE EXPRE55 OFFICE 

^ safe 



(/VO IftTER—fr' YES, I RECKON OUR SON 

! — -/L WILL BE A TYPICAL 

JOK.' NERO W HOOF AND SADDLE JS& 
ID HIS HERO 'AA*^S//C>£ : iV T/ar7te 



)00N AFTERWARD* 



SURE, SON. 1 
GET IN LINE 
BEHIND ME 



. POP , 15 IT ALL RIGHT IF 
I ASK JAWBONE FOR^, 
HIS AUTOGRAPH 
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BETSY. PLEASE READ 
THE FIRST SENTENCE 
INI YOUR READER / T* 



WE WILL NOW HAVE 
A LESSON IN < 
PRONOUNCING WORDS 
- CORRECTLY /r—r-1 



6eb miiT\ LlSS 



--GEE ! SEE 
THE HORSE 
RUNNIN ’! 1 



NO, NO READ THAT OVER 
AGAIN, BETSY, AND DON’T 
■ ^ FORGET THE "G • 



RUNMIN’J' 



JfyESl THAR’S A BIG DANCE IN 
TOWN SATURDAY NIGHT BUT I J, 
DON'T WANT TO TAKE ANY OF 
THE LOCAL GALS I WANT SOME; 
ONE WHO’S REAlAYi / y ,T77' 

WBEAUT ,FJ LVia»^Y 0 L 'f 



ADVICE' 



-^HELLOj OLD SLICK. 
I CAMF TO YUHj — ' 
FER SOME 
•~~T ADVICE /. 4^ - li 



— YUH MIGHT FIND 

a Raving beauty, 
, THAR !, — ^ 



HUH? I SHOULD GO 
OUT TO THE INSANE . 
- ASYLUM ?, — 



YES .'THAT’S WHY I’VE 
COME TO YUH J CAN 
YOU TELL ME WHAR J C 
I CAN FIND A ' 
BEAUTIFUL GAL Yk" 
>r , TO TAKEPJgg^s 



'THAT’S 

RIGHT- 
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' NO THANKS, PERSIN5/ ir tOOKS 
AS IF THERE’S A STORM BLOWING 
UP SO X RECKON I’D BETTER BE 
SHOVING OFF/1 WANT TO GET < 
TO FURNACE CREEK BEFORE IT j 
&« ■»-. REALLY HITS / , — ^ 



ANOTHER BULL’S-EYE. 
FER YUH, MONTE J 
YUH BEAT ME AGAIN / 
HOW A80UT ANOTHER 
- — f GAME ? 



OUGHT TO FIND SOME 
SHELTER.' , — f' 



THINK WE CAN 
STOP, LET’S 
DO SO/ , 



* WE HAVE A PATIENT INSIDE / 
DO YUH THINK YUH COULD GIVE 
US A HAND GETTING HIM INTO 
THE WHEEL CHAIR AND INSIDE 
„ THE INN ? - — 



THE HILLSIDE INN JUST 
A FEW YARDS DOWN < 
THE TRAIL HAS A FEW 
1 VACANCIES 



HEY, STRANGER ANY 
ROOMS AVAILABLE IN THIS 
• TOWN? WE’VE GOT TO «-* 
PUT UP FER THE NIGHT .O 



5 MONTS RIDES BY THROUGH THE 
TOWN... tfALr-7-- 



^ THAT SOUNDS LIKE 
IT LOOKS LIKE A z Ml .® HTy 6000 
STORM’S BLOWING UP,) IDEA, HUCK/ THE 
PHIL. 1 I RECKON WE < FIRST PLACE YUH 
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WHAT’3 

THIS? 



. (C THANKS A LOT, 
_jT^ hombre.' three 
HANDS MAKE THIS A 
MIGHT EASIER TO 
COPE WITH. 1 jmz, 



f£W MINUTES LATE*. 



up shoved a note into 
VIY HAND.' I WONDER WHAT 
THIS COULD BE ABOUT 



jv? ^ i £&0cU*iy tA^ 
'*ur{£ mtlUI J} muu a* 
WW ->«*«. urfo ioc&td, XxOvt 
to Aeip *Hd, 

W ^ lC , &kt. zAe. cmL / 

f ~*5 t J!et tftz twv Aam&itA, 



1 NORTH AFTER IN THE INN 



SURE . 
THIN©, 
MONTE 



HE SEEMS TO BE ALL 
BY HIMSELF NOW.' I 
RECKON 1*LL 
V CLIMB IN i VO 



ROOM5 12 SI 
i AND 13 ARE IN ) 

■ THE BACK OF THE * 

■ HOTEL .' I’LL JUST 
SNEAK AROUND THE 

SIDE.' I CAN y{ 
PROBABLY PEEK 
IN AND SEE IF 
THE COAST IS / 
CLEAR l jJ 



►THERE’S NO ^ 
SENSE SAYING i 
ANYTHING UNTIL 
vI’M SURE Iw- 



^THAT’S RIGHT, 
MONTE. 1 THEY TOOK 
TWO ADJOINING , 
ROOMS RIGHT ON 
THE FIRST FLOOR, 



ROOM 12 AND ROOM 
13! 1 THINK THEY / 
PUT THE CRIPPLED ) 



r NO, THEY .^W| 
HAPPEN TO BE A TQ 
COUPLE OF OLD £ 

FRIENDS OF MINE. J| 

I’D LIKE TO PASS BY 
LATER AND SURPRISE THEM, 
SO I’D APPRECIATE IT IF < 
YOU WOULDN’T SAY ANY- 
THING ABOUT MY DROPPING 
’ - n IN HERE NOWA- 
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I THOUGHT YUH’P 
COME.' THE MOMENTI 
SAW YUH X SAID TO « 
MYSELF, THERE’S A 
REAL BRAVE HOMBREi 



BUT WHY DID ; 
you WAIT UNTIL S 
NOW TO SAY ANY- 
THING ABOUT IT?< 
SURELY YOU MU5T, 
HAVE SEEN OR S 
PASSED OTHER \ I 
PEOPLE BEFORE J 
THIS ALL YOU < 
HAP TO DO WA5 ) 
YELL OUT.' J 



WHAT’S THE IDEA OF J THEY’RE' 
THE HANDCUFFS ? j KEEPING ME 

, — A PRISONER 

HZ V HERE AGAINST ) 
" VmY WILL ■ J 



WELL, THE REASON IS RANSOM / ) 
I’M THE SON OF THE CATTLE 
KING OF THE WEST.' YUH’VE PROB- ' 
ABLY HEARD OF HIM— JOE BOWER/, 
THEY’RE HOLDING ME FER A 
MILLION-COLLAR RANSOM.' 



> I THINK YUH ^ 
SHOULD GET ME 
OUT OF THESE < 
HANDCUFFS FIRST/ 
JUST IN CASE 
SOMETHING GOES 
WRONG I’D STILL 
BE LEFT HERE \y 



THERE / NOW I’LL^ I SUGGEST 
GO FINISH UP THE J YUH TAKE A 
► REST OF THIS S LOOK 
' BUSINESS/ THOSE ) THROUGH THE 
. TWO HOMSRES / KEYHOLE 
f WILL FIND OUT A FIRST JUST 
' THAT KIDNAPPING ) TO MAKE 
DOESN’T PAY IN S SURE THEY 
V THESE PARTS / J HAVEN'T HEARD 
WHAT’S BEEN 
... r ( GOING ON IN HERE 
AND CATCH YUH OFF 
GUARD AS YUH 
• - -1 '^Tp=- — -x ENTER / 



YOU’RE ^ 

, RIGHT, RAY / 
LET’5 SEE IF 
MY SKELETON J 
KEY WILL S 
WORK OH THOSE 
HANDCUFFS JV 



EVERYBODY KNOWS 
WHO JOE BOWER IS/ 
I’M GOING AFTER / 
THOSE TWO 
CRITTERS *y L 



ALL RIGHT. 1 THAT 



I’LL JUST PROP YUH UP IN MY 
WHEEL CHAIR. IN CASE THOSE 
f HOMBRES IN THAR LOOK IN 
L HERE, THEY’LL THINK ■ 
v7t IT’S MS' J — 



IT’S NOT AS 
\ EASY AS THAT/ 
1 THEY THREAT- 
, ENED TO SHOOT 
I ME IF I MADE 
ONE FALSE 
\ MOVE .'AND NOW 
> I SUPPOSE 
YO’RE WONDER- 
ING WHY THEY 
SHOULD WANT 
TO KEEP A 
CRIPPLE LIKE 
lME PRISONER/ 
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NEVER MIND WHAT 
2 WAS DOING IN ^ 
there; WHERE ’ 
-a» IS HE 



HEY, WHAT WERE 
yUH DOING IN ff 
RAY BOWER’S ft 
-Tt. ROOM ? y 



COHSCIOUSH£SS RETURNS 
TO MONTE-- / [~ 



T GULP! 

HE’S ESCAPED 
AGAIN' y 



SOMEONE HIT ME ON THE ) 
HEAD FROM BEHIND.' PAY / 
BOWER. 1 HE’S GONE ! I H 
BETTER CHECK AND SEE IF THOSE 
TWO HOMBRES ARE STILL IN THAT 
— . NEXT DOOR ROOM /> 



f WHAT DO . 
YUH MEAN, 
WHAR IS HE ' 



RAY 2 THAT’S RIGHT.' RAY REALLY 
* BOWER 1 BELONGS IN A BOOBY 
INSANE ? / HATCH, BUT HIS FATHER’S 
. Zy AFRAID THAT HE’D 3E DIS- 
1 “ir*7 GRACED IF HE PUT HIS SON 
V INTO AN INSTITUTIONS 
I • ( HE KEEPS HIM LOCKED UP 

» / Son THE RANCH INSTEAD^, 



HE USES A WHEEL CHAIR ^ 
' BECAUSE HE’S LOCOj THAT’S 
WHY WE HANDCUFFED HIM TO 
IT —SO HE COULDN’T RUN ^ 
AWAY OR INJURE ANYONE M 
WHILE OUR BACKS WER E 
%ffi mi nT turned.' 



NO? THEN 
WHAT WAS HE 
DOING IN A 
WHEEL CHAIR ? 



RAY BOWER’S 
NO MORE A < 
CRIPPLE THAN 
YUH OR I .' v 



EVERY TIME HE "S 
■ ESCAPES HUCK AND 
. I HAVE TO GO < 
— (AFTER HlM'Jj, 



THERE’S NO TIME FOR THAT \ 
NOW J IF HE’S AS DANGEROUS 
| AS YOU TWO HAVE INDICATED, 
’THEN WE’VE GOT TO CATCH HIM 
PRONTO.' IF HE SHOULD DO ANY 
HARM, I’D PERSONALLY FEEL 



IF YOU TWO ARE 
TELLING THE TRUTH, ' 
THEN IT MUST HAVE BEEN, 
7 RAY BOWER WHO 
L KNOCKED ME OUT/ Jj 



WE JUST CAUGHT 
HIM AGAIN AND WE 
WERE ON OUR WAY ^ 
. BACH TO THE 

i RANCH ! ) 



>IVS THE TRUTH 
ALL RIGHT.' YUH 
CAN GHECK WITH 
HIS FATHER.' / 



6 



MONTE HALE WESTERN 




WELL, THAT’S NOT 
AS BAD AS IT SOUNDS: 
IP RAY BOWER TOOK 
MY HORSE THEN I ■* 
KNOW OUST WHERE 
TO FIND HIM.' 



THUNDERR TKDN: 
' PARDNER 
!S GONE/ ) 



!) YUH CAN BLAME . 
THAT ON RAY 4 
BOWER, TOO.’ HE’S 
ALWAYS STEAL INC 4 
HORSES WHEN HE J 
am TRIES TO 
IL ESCAPE 



THAT’S EASIER 5AID -4Q 
THAN DONE .’SINCE THAT 
HOMBRE’S LOCO HE DOESN’T 



► DO ANYTHING LOGICAL 

TU/IDJC XA/AV TA Clrt 



THAR’S NO WAY TO FIGURE 
OUT JUST WHAR HE MIGHT 
BE HIDING.' . — ' 



HOW’S 
THAT ?. 



G/DDPP! G/ODAP! 

THIS IS NO PLACE TO ‘ 
STOP .' G/PPQP.'GIDDRP; 



r I NEVER 
SAW A HORSE 
LIKE THIS.' I TRY TO GO ONE 
WAY AND HE KEEPS GOING < 
ANOTHER WAY.' WELL, SINCE 
I HAVE NO PLACE 1 REALLY 
WANT TO GO, I MIGHT AS y 
feS WELL LET HIM HAVE A 
HIS WAY.'^^fl 



EANMUE. 



IN THAT CASE, 
LET’S BORROW 
SOME HORSES 
FROM THE 4 
INNKEEPER 1 
AND GET 4 
B GOING/ J 



PARDNER IS A 2 
ONE-MAN HORSE.' 
UNLESS I SAY IT’S 
OKAY, HE TAKES y 
WHOEVER TRIES N 
TO RIDE HIM 
DIRECTLY TO THE J 

JAILHOUSE .' yjara 



IF HE LENT YUH THE HORSE, *** 
MISTER, THAT HORSE WOULDN’T 
BE SO OBSTINATE I RECKON <£ 
YUH BETTER MARCH iNTO THE 1 
JAILH0U5E AND WAIT UNTIL 
1 CHECK YORE STORY /™asS£!] 



> HEY, WHAT ARE 
YUH DOING ON PARDNER; 

WHAR’5 HIS OWNER, . 
~T MONTE HALE? 



JAILHOiiSI 



monte hale western 




IF I TRIP HIM I 
MIGHT BE ABLE TO 
GET OUT OF HERE 



tni I QWS THE SHERIFF INTO ‘THE 



fs rat 
j.mHouse, 



HOSE IRON BARS REMIND ME 
c that MENTAL INSTITUTION _ 
-nuip ARE ALWAYS SAYING I ■ 
iwWWU-M TOT 9WnN»y 
ERE. 1 IT MAKES ME 
TOO NERVOUS. 1 „ . 



DROP THAT ’H 
DART.' STEALING 
’ A H0R5E IS / 
ONE THING, A 
BUT MURDER 
IS ANOTHER// 



A FEW JABS WITH 1 
BE JUST AS DEADLY 
AD A HUNTING KNIFE 



UP MY MIND TO 
DO SOMETHING, 
NOTHING WILL 
CHANGE IT/ > 



VUH DON’T.' I’LL BREAK 
5 FOOT OFF IF THAT’S 
e ONLY WAV I CAN 
KEEP VUH HERE ‘ 



IT AT THAT MOMENT.. 



MONTE HAU WESTERN 




WOW.' WHAT 8 SHOT ; 
HE CUT THE NEEDLE < 
MRT OP THE DART 
CLEAR FROM THE J 
HANDLE.' i — 



THANK GOODNESS 
YUH SOT HERE WHEN 
. YUH DID, MONTE.' j 
YUH SAVED 
MV LIFE l j 



I GOTTA 
GET OUT 
OF HERE ‘ 



* SINCE WE DON’T HAVE A 
STRAIGHT JACKET HANDY, I 
THINK THIS WILL KEEP HIM 
~T NICE AND QUIET.' j 



HIS FATHER IS A RIGHT 
HOMBRE i X KNOW HE 
NEVER THOUGHT OF *5 
THAT, BUT HE'LL . 
CERTAINLY LIKE^ 
. I THE IDEA J JZ4 



*■ YOU TELL HIM TO SEE ME.' ) f 
I’LL CONVINCE HIM \V5 HIS < V. 
DUTY TO PUT HIS SON AWAY } Z 
RATHER THAN TO RISK THE Z -A 
LIVES OF INNOCENT PEOPLE.' 
BESIDES, WITH PROPER CARE HlS 
SON MIGHT BE CURED AND BECOME 
A NORMAL HUMAN BEING WHIGH < 
WYLL NEVER HAPPEN IF HE KEEPS 1 
HIM LOCKED UP AT HOME 



TAKE HIM BACK NOTHING J 
HE'S TOO DANGEROUS TO 
BE LEFT. AROUND LOOSE .' 
HE BELONGS IN A MENTAL 
INSTITUTION AND I'M 
GOING TO SEE THAT Y- 
VhE’S Pur T 
But . 

i ABOUT HIS/^^-% /Vt 
\FATH6R 



NOW I ^ 
RECKON WE 
OUGHT TO * 
TAKE HIM 
_ BACK /gw' 




Revenge 

fConrinttedf 

r. g =td *#*"-* ->*— 11 

After h , had received %% 

... -her iff went directly .. „ 

sae «. the =»«, „ wa, all smiles. 

Meekly s shop- The a and y „u 

-We can send *he he said. 

— ;;s: 

“I i ust e»> • “ ” g „. P i,u he headed straight 
Black busted out q a nd he 

aat e now, Mett." Mert . “My nerv- 

" G “ d .Ms pa»t week has slowed down my 
ousuess this past k , atll 

woek considetably. TO have to 

"irwLtSm'Se black night, and Met. 

your eyes. Mister. Look up so 1 

my j ob ‘ , tn see a six-gun. And 

Mert looked up to 

Beetle Black was behind it j^ ex i C o," said 
••They told me you were in Mexic 

M f S '„e, said 

.rriCrratelegtapbeitodo 

‘^"ristaSaudM. hands weie shaking. 

M P iv Beetle Black laughed again. 

He did not rep y- death. After I 

r -Hah. I see^iou are seated ^ ^ my . 

finish you off, i‘ ll D strain— or against 

tody testifies against me again 

any other good gunman. ^ Mert, his 

•Tm afraid you’re right, 
teeth chattering. re - 

™ H Tto » end. Blside, he 

luctant to put bootmaker 

.ealised that Men was ^ ^ 

in the whole wrttotr- ^ ^ le „ t y „„ 

me a lot of trou outfit me with new 

can do before you die is w 



ST- 

With a gun pressed g ft „ m th| , 

was forced to following hi. 

outlaw. Then, with th e g ^ ^ ^ ftom 

eery movement, he bt * tms .' a feet. 

a shelf. He put them said 

-They're pretty, but they P>nch 

B '.TB stretch them.” asserted Merh 

° £ „* h ' He ^.s «.ver sure whether he'd take 
killer. He was ne his back . The n 

the bullet in his c . k an d humbly 

he brought the fancy o Bitting, 

’ “Beforr'yo^puU rite" trigger, you ought to 

„yrr».W'»id Mart. “H theyT. uo, ,1st 

, u. cure my boots are all & 

you want to be W walk 

before I kill you? IW «■”“ U T 

around.” ,„ d 

■ B “ d' iT;.. n„“ * he forgo, to point 

C t Me,: lumped forward .and 
murderer's head with his hammer. Beetle 

sagged to the floor. 



--■THEN the sheriff arrived, he 6>st locked 
W handcuff, on the unconscious . B«Uri 
Then he said, “Meet, for a man who was scared 
If ” . life, you sure acted smart. ^ 
nails in the soles of his new boots w 
right brainy. But generally • “ 

case me, a hombr. who is scared-., too fr.gh 

ened to -think. rtl , nr 

Mert said, “Sheriff, I dont expect you 

anyhody,^^^-^ 
it wouid discourage w al, 

— * f -- vT ^ - - 

nesses at a tria strong 

shakes. Now put this killer in 

cell, will y° u? ” 

THE END 




MECHANIX ILLUSTRATED PLANS 



MAKE 'EM Am 
FLY 'EM WITH 



Send 50f for each plan wanted (don’t forget 
the number) to MECHANIX ILLUSTRATED Plans 
Service, Greenwich, Conn. If you also want a 
copy of Ml's new, illustrated catalog describ- 
ing 7 81 plans for furniture, models, photo- 
graphic and shop equipment and many other 
projects, send along an extra dime and ask 
for a Plans Catalog. 



PYLON BUSTER 

'-flight Class C conte! 



PBY CATALINA 

model of the 
be quickly c 



